120                           DEBATE ON TTTTi ARMY.                     [ 1)140. J).

To the spirit of these men, my lords, arc tho I'Yonoh
armies indebted for all their victories, and to thorn is to
be attributed the present perfection of tho art of war.
They have the vigilance and perseverance of Romans
joined with the natural vivacity and expedition of their
own nation.

We are, therefore, not to wonder, my lords, that thoro
is in the French armies an establishment for jnoro gon-
tlemen than in other countries, whore tho disparity be-
tween the military virtues of tho higher and lower classes
of men is less conspicuous. In the troops of that nation
nothing is expected but from the officers, but in ours the
common soldier meets danger with equal intrepiditv, and
scorns to see himself excelled by bis officer in courage or
in zeal,

We are, therefore, my lords, tinder no necessity of bur-
dening our country with the expense of now commissions,
which, in the army, will be superfluous, and, in the state,
dangerous, as they will fill our senate with now depend-
ents, and our corporations with now adherents to tho mi-
nister, whoso steady perseverance in bis favourite scheme
of senatorial subordination, will be, perhaps, the only occa-
sion of these new levies, or, at least, has hindered tho
right application of our standing troops* For what reason,
my lords, can invention or imagination assign, why tho
troops, who had been for some timo disciplined, wero not
rather sent to the assistance of Vcrnou than the new ma-
rines, except that some of them were commanded by men
who had obtained seats in the other houso, and who, by
their settled adherence and avowed fidelity to tho minister,
had recommended themselves too powerfully to bo rashly
exposed in the service of thoir country to tho bullota of
.the Spaniards.

So great, my lords, has been the mimBtor's regard to
senatorial abilities, and so strict his gratitude to his friends,
that I know of but one member of the other house that
has been hazarded in this expedition, and ho a hopoleHs,
abandoned patriot, insensible of the capacity or integrity
of our ministry, and whom nothing has boon able to rocon-